
CHOKE HEAT TUBE REPLACEMENT  

 
If your classic was built after 1948 – 1950, 
there’s a good chance the engine is equipped 
with an automatic choke as opposed to a cable 
operated hand choke.  There are times when old 
car people replace their automatic chokes with 
the manual operated type.  Usually, the 
aforementioned takes place when the choke no 
longer opens due to a broken or rotted heat tube 
that either stops the flow of hot air to the choke 
or exhaust gas is sucked into the carburetor 
causing other problems. 
 
Some 1950’s vehicles are equipped with a 
thermostatic spring and stove built in or attached 
to the intake manifold where the exhaust 
crosses over is located.  There are too few of 
them.  Most are thermostatic chokes with the 
thermostatic spring located high on the 
carburetor near the choke butterfly.  This 
particular article will deal with the replacement of 
the choke heat tube located deep within the 
intake manifold of Bob and Rachel Groleau’s  
’55 Olds Super “88”. 
 
The intake manifold needs to be removed for the 
engine in order to complete the job properly.  
Once removed, a thorough inspection of the 
tube is in order.  Usually, the tube can be seen 
through the right side center port.  If the tube is 
severely rotted, it will have to be removed in 
sections.  The tube is attached at both ends.  
Removal of the carburetor and external heat 
tube extension is necessary.  Heat is then 
needed as the tube will be rusted into place. 
 
Once heated, the tube should tap out with very 
light blows with a small hammer and blunt 
punch.  After the old tube is removed, the area 
inside the manifold has to be cleaned and blown 
out with compressed air so that no debris can 
get into the exhaust valve area of the heads. 
 
After the clean out, be sure that all burrs and 
any heat slag left over are carefully removed.  
Check the new tube for fit prior to installation.  



This particular application for Oldsmobile calls for 
two different tubes that are very slightly different 
in length.  The early slightly shorter one fits ’49 to 
’55 Olds.  The other longer tube fits ’56 to ’60 
Oldsmobile engines. 
 
The small end of the new tube fits into the large 
end of the hole in the intake manifold.  Gently 
insert the tube and fit it into place.  It will come to 
within ½ inch of the end of the travel.  It will have 
to be tapped in the rest of the way.  This will be 
done with very light taps using a small ball peen 
hammer and a small blunt punch. 
 
When finished, the choke will heat from the area 
it was meant to get it from, and your car will be as 
it left the factory.  Many mechanics opt not to 
replace the original tubes due to the tedious work 
involved, and the ease of installing an 
aftermarket stove out on the exhaust manifold.  I 
strongly recommend replacement of the original 
tube as, if the old tube is left to rot, it can 
disintegrate.  This can result in metal pieces 
getting caught in the exhaust valve area. 
 
We strive to build cars as close as possible to the 
way they were originally intended to be, so the 
Groleau’s engine bay looks and runs as it should.  
Till next time… 
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The photo at right 
shows the old rotted 
heat tube after removal.                                   


